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SHOP AROUND

Joy Rider
MEMET OZGOREN. AN ACE WHEELWDRKS STAFFER, IS SO
DEVOTED TO BOSTON'S BIKE CULTURE THAT THE 36-YEAR-OLD
LET HIS DRIVER'S LICENSE EXPIRE MORE THAN A DECADE AGO.
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like many bike shop employees, you're .. fonner bike messenger. Do you take
pride;n the badass .""ulation that messengers haVi!?
There is som«h.ing bIIdass about riding in freezing sleet and snow fo.eighl hours
Straight. It toughensyou. Your6rst winter as abike messenger in Boston you think,
"I'mgonnadie. Howcan 1dothis?" But then you realize you'recapable ofthings
you didn't knowyou could do.lt sharpens your survival impulses, becau~ moving
traffic in BoSlon is afairly hostile environment. But I think a lot of the image is from
rookies playingmak..-bdieve. The typical rookie messenger feels like he's living

the urban cowboy-renegade fantasy. They're the
ones who ride the worst and give the rest of the
messengersa bad rap.
Oid you do that as a rookie?
Yeah. I don't knowwhyl'malive, man. I rode
way too fast. Now, little girls on tricycles pass
me on the streel.
This bike (left) looks strange - what Is It?
For certain people, this folding bike {made by
Momague1is a godsend, Jt's not an all-purpose
bike, bu!1 believe in having the right tool for lhejob.
You rnn fold this up and take it on the train at any
hour, which you can't do wilh a fun-size bike. There
are a lot ofpeople who ride their bike to lhe train,
and when they gel off!he train, they have another

bike ride ahead to get to work. This bridges the gaps in public transportation.
I tried to bike to work, but Ihe helmet ruined my hair, mud splashed on my
back, and grease smeared on my pants. Can you help?
Fenders are One of the mOSt essential items forcommUling. You sIal' cleaner, dn,er,
and " ..rmer. You can buylillIe bands togath"r up yourpant legs. Thc hair problem
is the onlyone that can't be solved. Once you gel helmet hair, there's no ~oing back.
Do you have to play In a band 10 work in a bike shop?
II's nOt a COincidence tlull a lot ofus are musicians _bike shops are repoSllories for
people "'hodon'! easily fit into normal Social arrangements. _An" Silvio
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